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Third Wednesday in Lent - Wednesday March 3rd, 2021 – 7:00 pm 

Music Today                     Deb Berg 

AS WE GATHER 

This Lenten season, we hear the echoed call to return to the Lord, our God. God says, “Return to Me with all 

your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments” (Joel 

2:12–13). Once again, we return from our wandering to our gracious and merciful God who has paved the way 

for us to be reconciled to Him through His Son, Jesus. Today “Turn and See” what the Lord says to you. Let us 

turn from our sinfulness, look to our Savior, and return to the Lord! 

Gathering Song  

Welcome & Invocation  

Opening Song                   Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 

1 O soul, are you weary and troubled?   

No light in the darkness you see? 

There’s light for a look at the Savior,  

And life more abundant and free!  (Chorus) 

Chorus: Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  

Look full in his wonderful face,  

 And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,  

In the light of his glory and grace.  

2 Thro’ death into life everlasting He passed,  

and we follow him there; 

Over us sin no more hath dominion— 

For more than conq’rors we are!  (Chorus) 

3 His word shall not fail you—he promised;  

Believe him, and all will be well: 

Then go to a world that is dying,  

His perfect salvation to tell!  (Chorus) 

Call to Worship Joel 2:12–19  

Pastor: “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 

and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

People: Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 

Confession and Forgiveness   Psalm 51:1–12; 103:8, 10–14 

Pastor: We come, confessing our sins, and relying on God’s mercy and steadfast love. Together we 

confess in the words of Psalm 51: 

People: Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to Your steadfast love; 

according to Your abundant mercy 

 blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

 and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, 

 and my sin is ever before me. 
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Against You, You only, have I sinned 

 and done what is evil in Your sight, 

so that You may be justified in Your words 

 and blameless in Your judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, 

 and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

 let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 

Hide Your face from my sins, 

 and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Your presence, 

 and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

Pastor: Hear these words from Psalm 103, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. 

People: He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

Pastor: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who 

fear Him.” This steadfast love was shown most clearly in Jesus’ death and resurrection for our 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. “As far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from 

us. 

Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear 

Him. 

People: For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Gracious and merciful God and Father, Your mercy calls us to return to You time and time again 

to be reconciled and receive Your forgiveness. As we receive this free reward, lead us to live lives 

of righteous service in Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.      

Scripture Reading                                                                                                      Ecclesiastes 3: 2-3 

(To everything there is a season.) 

2a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
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3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God.             

Song of the Day         Turn! Turn! Turn! 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 

There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 

A time to be born, a time to die 

A time to plant, a time to reap 

A time to kill, a time to heal 

A time to laugh, a time to weep 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 

There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 

A time to build up, a time to break down 

A time to dance, a time to mourn 

A time to cast away stones, a time to gather stones together 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 

There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 

A time of love, a time of hate 

A time of war, a time of peace 

A time you may embrace, a time to refrain from embracing 

To everything (turn, turn, turn) 

There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under heaven 

A time to gain, a time to lose 

A time to rend, a time to sew 

A time for love, a time for hate 

A time for peace, I swear it's not too late 

Sermon                         Return to the Lord: Turn from Poor Time Management                 Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. 
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And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor: O Lord, we thank You for calling us to return to You. 

People: We place our confidence and trust in the reality that You are gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and You relent over disaster. 

Pastor: O Lord, through Christ, You reconciled us to Yourself and have given us the ministry of 

reconciliation. 

People: We are Your servants. Lead and empower us by Your Spirit to live lives worthy of this 

calling that we have received. 

Pastor: O Lord, You have freely rewarded us with the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

People: Lead us to serve You in secret as we would with the world watching so that others may see 

You through us. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace  

Offertory – Give Thanks   LSB 806 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 

Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:      Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                 good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   
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                 Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:     Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Announcements  

Sending Song                  Open Our Eyes 

  Open my eyes, Lord,  I want to see Jesus, 

  To reach out and touch him  And say that I love him. 

  Open my ears, Lord,  Help me to listen.  

  Open my eyes, Lord,  I want to see Jesus. 
 

  Open our eyes, Lord,  We want to see Jesus, 

  To reach out and touch him  And say that we love him. 

  Open our ears, Lord,  Help us to listen.  

  Open our eyes, Lord,  We want to see Jesus. 
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